Aspotogan Arts & Crafts

2011 – 2012

The objectives of the Aspotogan Arts & Crafts Society are to:

· encourage art and crafts in our local area

· offer mutual support and provide opportunities to network with other artists and artisans

· foster professional growth through monthly speakers, workshops and retreats

· provide opportunities for exhibition and sales of artwork and crafts

· promote our work to a greater audience through the website and a variety of other means.

All members of our organization are encouraged to participate in monthly meetings, on committees and in art shows.  

Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month between September and June, from 7-9pm at Ocean Swells Community Centre, 2726 Hwy 329, in Northwest Cove.  Meetings feature interesting speakers and the discussion of AA&C activities, and new opportunities and ideas. The Executive is:


Paulette Melanson
Chairman

paulettemelanson@eastlink.ca

Nancy MacDonald
Vice-Chairman
nfield@hotmail.com

Sue Westby
Treasurer

suewestby@yahoo.com

D’Arcy Enright
Secretary 
  
dm.enright@ns.sympatico.ca

AA&C is a non-profit volunteer organization.  As such, each member is asked to contribute by taking an active role on committees and in activities.  Listed below are the activities that keep the organization up and running.

( May Show Organizing Committee

The May Show is the major annual exhibition, held on the 2nd weekend of May. Organizing the Show involves many activities, e.g. making and distributing posters, flyers and invitations; securing speakers and/or entertainment; catering the Opening; staffing the Show; tracking sales; helping with set up and take down, etc. There are many, many tasks associated with the May Show and it is hoped all members will help in some way. 
( Other Shows and Venues 

Other committees for shows or venues are pulled together as needed. A show has been booked at the Trellis Cafe during the month of October.

( Publicity / Communications 

Advertising/publicity is needed for the May and October shows, covering aspects such as promotion, advertising, website, media contacts, etc.   The committee also works to develop new ideas in accordance with AA&C’s objectives. Philippa Borgal is currently the Publicity Coordinator.

( Website

All members are encouraged to display recent photos of their work, an art biography and contact information on our website www.aaandc.org. We have a newly upgraded website thanks to Teresa Young.   Please email all your latest information and photos to Paulette Melanson at paulettemelanson@eastlink.ca. 
( Social Activities
These include organizing the annual Christmas party, setting up a schedule of refreshments for monthly meetings, and assisting with catering for show openings. 

( Membership 
The membership coordinator maintains the group’s distribution list, updates contact information, collects all information required on members, ensures that fees are collected and given to the Treasurer to be deposited in the bank.   This person sends a welcoming letter to new members. The current membership coordinator is Suzanne Day msaday@eastlink.ca or call 826-7025.

( Executive and Directors 
The Executive:  Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are elected into these positions at the Annual Meeting in October for a two-year term.  There are also five Directors who are elected at this time (plus the past-president who becomes a Director). The Executive runs the monthly meetings and co-ordinates all activities of the group as directed by the membership. The Board of Directors (the Executive and the Directors) meets regularly to discuss policies and issues.

( Speakers Committee
Responsible for procuring speakers for the monthly meetings, including technical requirements required for each presentation, and introducing and thanking each speaker 

( Workshop Committee

Responsible for coordinating any workshops that the group has decided to undertake for the year.

